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Dear Parents/Carers,
Firstly may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your kind words and concern since I returned to work from my recent ill health. I am now back on a full time basis and looking forward to working with you all again.
I also really appreciate how well the staff have looked after the nursery in my absence.

Staffing
· Natasha Proudley left us on 2nd April to enjoy a well earned break before the birth of her first baby in June and we wish her every happiness in her new role.
· Abigail Banham left First Steps on 7th May to pursue a new life with her family in Canada and we wish her well for the future.

· For those of you that have not already met her, I am pleased to advise that we have appointed Joanna Shields as a Childcare Assistant and she is currently based in Step Two.

· Carly Mulligan returned from her maternity leave in March and is currently working in Step 3A on a part time basis.

I have detailed overleaf the current staffing structure which I hope will help you see the team for each unit.


A Few Polite Reminders

Spare Clothes-Please could you ensure that your child/children always have a clean set of named clothes available at Nursery-including socks!

As the weather is beginning to get a little warmer, please could you also provide sunhats and sun cream-all clearly named.

Session Times-May I remind you that the Nursery is open from 7.30am-6.00pm and we cannot receive your child/children before that time. For part time children the session times are 7.30am-1pm or 1pm-6pm. We understand that very occasionally you may experience unforeseen circumstances and your child/children may need to be collected later than expected. If this situation arises then please advise us as soon as possible.

Extra Sessions-Please be advised that once extra sessions have been booked (by completing the additional sessions form) and agreed, they will be charged for even if they are cancelled at a later date.

Book Clubs-Just a reminder that any items purchased from the book clubs must be paid for at the time of ordering. Unfortunately, we do not have the means available to pay for them on your behalf. Thank you.

Water Bottles/Cups-For the Step Two children that do not already have a named water bottle please could you provide one at your convenience.
Green Button

It has come to my attention that parents/carers are again allowing children to push the green exit button which is a compromise of our security. I would be grateful if you could enforce our own values regarding this matter and discourage your children from activating this button or the key-pad at the nursery entrance.

Marie Curie Bulbs

Thank you to everybody that supported the Step 2 and 3 children in their planting of spring bulbs for the Marie Curie Trust. I am pleased to advise that we raised £390.00 for this very worthy cause and a certificate of thanks from the charity has been displayed on the parents’ notice board.

Invoicing Dates

Please see attached a schedule of invoicing dates for 2010-2011. For those children who receive, or will shortly be entitled to, the Nursery Education Grant I have also provided details of these payment dates.

Dates for your Diary

	Date
	Event

	Saturday 26th June 
	Sports Day

	Wednesday 14th July
	Toddle Waddle

	Thursday 5th August
	Leavers’ Party

	Monday 31st August
	Closed-Bank Holiday


*Please note the above closure for August bank holiday*
Tesco and Sainsbury’s Vouchers

The Tesco for Schools scheme ended in stores on 9th May and we are currently in the process of counting our vouchers but if you still have any lying around it’s not too late to bring them in. The Sainsbury’s scheme runs until 9th June and any donations would be gratefully received as every voucher really does count. 
Leavers for School

At present, Lisa and her team are working very hard with the school transmissions and we appreciate your support in this respect. Please be advised that whilst we are aware that the children will be leaving us to continue their education, we do require 4 weeks notice, in writing, once you have decided when your child/children will be leaving us. This will ensure that any deposit monies due to you can be dealt with and returned appropriately.
Sports Day

Our annual Sports Day will be held on Saturday 26th June from 10.00am until 12 noon and all the family are welcome to attend. We would be very grateful for any raffle prizes or suitable items for both our children and adult tombola stalls. Thank you for your support.

Garden

I’m sure most of you are aware that we are currently re-designing our garden area. We have managed to secure a grant from the Early Childhood Support team and work commenced a few days ago. The children will benefit from the area having a new “safe surface” and parasol shade. Hopefully, the work will be completed shortly and the children will be able to enjoy their new environment as soon as possible.

Photographs

Sarah Foye has now developed and returned your children’s photographs to our Nursery. As usual, the packs will be available for you to view before you decide whether or not you would like to purchase them. Please could any payments and/or unwanted photographs be returned by Friday 11th June.

Race 4 Life

Ten of the team (Lauren, Maureen, Alison, Gemma, Fran, Carron, Lisa, Jade, Linzi and Jodie) will be attempting to complete the Tesco Race 4 Life at Fontwell racecourse on Sunday 13th June in aid of Cancer Research UK. If you would like to sponsor the girls in their efforts then please complete the form located on the front doors or speak to one of them directly.

5th Birthday

First Steps @ Brinsbury was 5 years old on Sunday 16th May and the following day the children celebrated with games on the field plus a picnic tea including a chocolate birthday cake with candles for them to blow out.

We are hoping to have a larger event which will also mark the opening of the new garden once it is finished.

Step 2-Family Photographs

For those parents/carers that have not already provided one, Fran and her team would like to receive any family photographs of the children in Step 2. These are only to be used for your own child/children’s “learning journals” and the pictures will not be displayed in any other areas. If you would like to provide a family photograph for this purpose, or require any further information, then please do not hesitate to contact the staff in Step 2.

Heuristic Play
Thank you to everybody that has supported Fran and the team in supplying items for the children’s heuristic play. The collection box is now located in the reception area and is updated regularly with any items that we would be grateful to receive. 
With kind regards,

Liz Webb
Childcare Manager

……………………………….........................................................................
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