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Well… here we are already in August and what a busy year we have had!  Just look at what we have been up to…..

In Step One there have been a lot of changes and as you may have noticed we now have material draped across the room, this is to lower the level and create a cosy environment for the children. Sam and Hayley have developed many new areas that the children are intrigued by, especially the new black and white corner, which is especially relevant for very young babies as they developed their sight and understanding of colours. 
In Step One they continue to replenish resources for their heuristic play. If you have any items, especially from the list below, at home please hand to a member of staff: -

Silk Scarves, Wooden Spoons, Jar Lids, Ribbon, Brushes, Empty Tissue Boxes, 
Large Buttons. 
Thank you.

Step Two have been very busy exploring the surrounding environment and have been out and about on various trips, including the park, collecting shells at the beach, library and the toy library.  The children have thoroughly enjoyed their adventures noticing cars, trees and aeroplanes in the sky and have been very tired after the long walk on return to nursery!!
Step Three have also had a busy term and have had said farewell to lots of children who are off to school, we celebrated this with a ‘Leavers Party.’ Chris North came in to perform a magic show, play with musical instruments and lots of party games. So much fun was had by all and we would like to wish all the children who are leaving us for school lots of luck and we hope they enjoy their new adventure.

This term Step One and Two have enjoyed a visit from Fran Punnett, from the library. She entertained the children with a Jiggle and Rhyme session and they have been learning new songs, especially enjoying the action songs where they can all dance about!! Fran has also visited Step Three where she brings to life some new and exciting stories that the children could join in with, they especially liked the ‘boxed story’ that they could all contribute to and add props to.
Step Three have had great success growing vegetables in the allotment. They have tomatoes, cabbages and cucumbers growing and the children have been learning to care for them, taking responsibility for watering them daily. They have picked 3 or 4 cucumbers and were so excited with the size of them!
As a nursery we took part in the Sports Relief mile and we raised a fantastic £280 so a massive thank-you to all that sponsored.

We also held our annual garden party which was a great success and fun was had by all we raised £158.56 which will be put back into the nursery for resources for the children.

Thanks to a grant we have applied for we have lots of new fun unfolding in the garden and new resources arriving over the next few months including picket fencing which will provide each unit their own garden area and will allow access to free flow in the outdoor environment. We have a lovely climbing frame, wooden tunnel and a playhouse all arriving soon and I am sure the children will all enjoy exploring the new equipment.
Also, a reminder that your child’s Learning Journal is available in their unit. Please feel free to look and talk to a staff member about your child’s learning and development. We really do want you to be a part of your child’s stepping stones at nursery, so if your child is achieving their ‘Next Steps’ at home, please take a photo or write it down and we will include it in their learning journal as evidence. If you are unsure about Learning Journals  and ‘Next Steps’ and would like your child’s keyworker to explain it further please do not hesitate to ask.
I would also like to take this opportunity to inform you of the staffing changes we will be undertaking over the next couple of months. At the end of August, Laura is leaving us to spend more time with Millie, her daughter. She has worked at First Steps for 7 years and enjoyed helping to set up and open our nursery down here in Selsey and has been a strong Childcare Officer throughout her time here and we are all going to miss her. Needless to say her skills and position need to be replaced and we are interviewing for this post over the next couple of weeks.
Sophie is also going to be leaving us for a short while to have a baby. We wish her lots of luck for her baby boy that is due on 7th November and I am sure you will see her popping in and out to say hello.

So as you can imagine a lot of planning needs to take place to ensure staff are working to their strengths and as we work those plans out we will keep you informed, especially if your child’s keyworker is likely to be changing.

We continue to be very busy next term, welcoming back children who have had the summer off and welcoming lots of new faces throughout the nursery too.

Here are some dates for your diary for next term:
30th August – Nursery will be closed for Bank Holiday
6th October – Genes for Jeans Day
Children and staff can wear Jeans for a donation of £1 

5th November – Fireworks Night/Divali Festival
The nursery will be celebrating both these festivals through various activities

10th November – Keyworker Evening
19th November – Children In Need

A week to save your pennies up for as we sell cake and dress up, raising money for this very worthy cause.

Sarah Foye will also be back to take the children’s photos in black and white, just in time to make some beautiful presents for Christmas.

